Family releases Eric Carle obit
News - International Friday, 28th May 2021

Hungry Caterpillar author died at 91 on 23 May at his summer studio

'The Carle family announces with great sadness that Eric Carle, beloved artist, illustrator, and writer, passed
away peacefully and surrounded by family members on May 23, 2021 at his summer studio in Northampton,
Massachusetts. Eric was 91.
'A true creator, Eric Carle is renowned for his multi-dimensional practice, spanning a large body of fine art
works in collage, painting, works on paper and fabric, and sculpture; theater and furniture design; and the
stories he envisioned in over 70 brilliantly illustrated and designed children’s picture books. The books Eric
created across more than 6 decades have sold over 170 million copies and include timeless classics such as
Do You Want to Be My Friend? (1971), The Bad-Tempered Ladybird (1977), Papa, Please Get the Moon for Me
(1986), "Slowly, Slowly, Slowly," said the Sloth (2002), The Very Clumsy Cricket (2017), and so many more. His
best-known work, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, has been translated into over 70 languages (including
Mongolian) and shared around the world since its publication in 1969.
'Drawing on his formal training and ongoing practice as an artist (which Eric fondly referred to as his “art
art”), Eric quickly developed a distinctive, personal style that he continued to explore and refine in his books,
illustrations, and fine art. Numerous artistic influences came together in Eric’s creative output. His art took
root in the long tradition of collage, an artistic technique tracing back to the 1900s Dadaist movement,
combined with his hand-painted, colorful, and textured tissue papers, which recall the work of abstract
artists associated with the Academy of Fine Art Stuttgart (the so-called Stuttgart avantgardists), from where
he earned his fine art degree.
'Eric’s prolific career as a picture book illustrator began by chance in 1967 when author Bill Martin Jr, while in
a doctor’s office waiting room, saw a medical advertisement in a medical journal for antihistamines with an
illustration Eric had done of a big red lobster. Soon after, Martin invited him to illustrate Brown Bear, Brown
Bear, What Do You See? and the experience sparked his interest in creating his own stories, combining his
artistic abilities with his experience in the field of printing.
'His first original, 1,2,3 to the Zoo, was published the very same year. The book was published by Philomel
Books, an imprint of Penguin Young Readers, and edited by the late Ann Beneduce, who Eric has always
credited the success of his early works. They would go on to work together for the next fifty years.
'Bright collage images, imaginative stories, and little details – die cut pages, a firefly’s twinkling lights, a quiet
cricket’s song – made Eric’s illustrations uniquely playful. Eric was the recipient of the 2003 Laura Ingalls
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Wilder Award (now called Children’s Literature Legacy Award) and held eight honorary degrees, including
from Williams College and Amherst College. He remains an important influence on artists and illustrators at
work today.
'In 2018, Penguin Young Readers established The World of Eric Carle, an imprint dedicated to Eric’s work. Eric
is also published by Simon & Schuster, HarperCollins Children’s Books, and Macmillan in the US, with Puffin
the main home of Eric Carle in the UK. In 2020, The Very Hungry Caterpillar was Puffin’s bestselling preschool
board book. Penguin Young Readers and Puffin continue to publish new books featuring Eric’s iconic and
beloved characters and artwork.
'Eric’s career as a creator extended far beyond his beloved children’s books—his independent artwork (or
“art art”) is the root of his deeply individual style, reflecting a sense of whimsy, unfettered creativity, and
calculated spontaneity. Utilizing materials such as aluminum, silk, glass, including scraps, and objects found
in his studio, Eric amassed an extensive body of visual artworks throughout his lifetime including abstract
collages, glass sculptures, and works on paper. Part of Eric’s early training as an artist was to treat all the
arts, commercial or otherwise, with the same dedication, the same passion, and the same respect.
'Eric was a true artist until the end—creating drawings as recently as this spring. Eric’s last drawing series,
created in his final years, include several with "50 cents" written onto the image. When asked about this
choice, he said that "children should know they too can sell their artwork." A child at heart, the secret to
Eric’s incredible legacy as a creator of picture books lay in his intuitive understanding of young minds—their
feelings and their inquisitiveness, their creativity, and their intellectual growth. Besides being beautiful and
entertaining, his books always offer children the opportunity to learn something about the world around
them and encourage them to engage as artists themselves.
'Eric was born is Syracuse, New York on June 25th, 1929, and at the age of six moved with his parents
Johanna and Erich Carle, both German immigrants, back to their hometown of Stuttgart, Germany. After
graduating in 1950 from the prestigious Academy of Fine Arts Stuttgart (Akademie der bildenden Ku¨nste),
he fulfilled his dream to return to America—the place of his happiest childhood memories. In 1952, with a
portfolio in hand and $40 in his pocket, he arrived in New York City. With the help of the illustrator and art
director Leo Lionni, who would go on to become a mentor, Eric landed a job as a graphic designer at The
New York Times. He was drafted into the U.S. Army during the Korean War; after discharge he returned to
his job with The New York Times and later he became an art director of a medical advertising agency, L.W.
Frolich. Eventually, he was promoted to oversee International Hiring, recruiting art directors for the agency’s
international offices (London, Mexico City, and Frankfurt), a job that took him away from designing himself.
He soon left and began a career as a freelancer designing book jackets, album covers, and eventually
children’s books.
'Eric is survived by his two children from his first marriage to Dorothea Carle (née Dorothea Wohlenberg),
Rolf Carle and Cirsten Carle, and Rolf’s wife Teresa Toro; his sister Christa Bareis, and his sister-in-law Rita
Wiseman. Eric was preceded in death by his wife of 42 years Barbara ‘Bobbie’ Carle (1938-2015). Eric was a
resident of Key Largo, Florida, where he and Bobbie lived since 2004.'
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